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Welcome to the 2018 catalog of the Wexford Conservation District!  We are 
proud to continue our 73-year history of serving the citizens of Wexford 
County.  In this catalog you will find descriptions of both our services and of 
the products we sell to aid you in your conservation efforts.  We offer more 
than 60 varieties of trees and plants – conifers, hardwoods, wildlife shrubs, 
fruit trees, as well as fruit and vegetable plants.  Additionally we offer many 
workshops related to both food production and forestry. Photos of everything 
we sell are on our website: www.WexfordConservationDistrict.org.  Call, 
stop by, or visit us on our website to learn more about what we have to offer.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

The  Wexford  Conservation  District  Staff & Directors 

District Staff                                                  District Directors 

Theresa Williams, Executive Director          Ron Brouwer, Chair 
Larry Czelusta, Forester                                Dan Valley, Vice-Chair 
Jodi DeHate, MAEAP Technician   Steve Cross, Treasurer 
Jeff Fewless, CTAI Technician                     Bob Eggle, Member 
                                                  Jonathan Fenner, Member  
USDA-NRCS Staff  

Jim Williams, District Conservationist 
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Wexford Conservation District is one of 76 
conservation districts that cover the state of 
Michigan.  Together, conservation districts 
provide a wide range of service to the 
citizens of the state.  Our mission, like that 
of other districts, is to enable the citizens of 
Wexford County to be stewards of their 
natural resources.  
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To view color photographs of all the plants 
we sell, visit our website at: 

 
 www.WexfordConservationDistrict.org 

 
Go to the “Tree & Plant Sales” tab, and 

look under “Description of Products” 
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Many different species of conifer and 
hardwood trees are available through the 
tree sale.  We also offer professional 
forestry assistance for forest management 
and windbreak establishment. 

A wide variety of workshops will again be 
offered this year related to both growing 
food as well as forestry.  See pages 3 – 5. 

Want to attract songbirds and other wildlife 
to your property?  Take a look at our large 
selection of native shrubs on pages 13 – 14. 

NEW this year!  Honeyberries, also called 
Haskaps, are extremely hardy and fruit 
before strawberries.  See page 18. 

Invasive species such as Japanese knotweed 
are difficult to control.  We have specialized 
tools, such as this injector, available for rent 
to help you control them.  See page 23. 

http://www.wexfordconservationdistrict.org/
http://www.wexfordconservationdistrict.org/


Winter Wednesday Workshop Series 

Gardeners and small farmers alike will once again have the opportunity to take 
advantage of local growing expertise.  The “Winter Wednesday Workshop 
Series” hosted by the Wexford Conservation District kicks off on Wednesday, 
January 31st.  The workshops are a great way to shake the winter blues and 
prepare for a successful growing season.  Organic techniques will be 
highlighted in all the workshops.  
 
All workshops begin at 6:30 p.m. in the community room of the USDA Service 
Center located at 7192 E. 34 (Boon) Rd in Cadillac.  The fee for single session 
workshops is $12; two-part workshops are $24. New this year – save money 
by signing up for multiple workshops!  Three or more workshop sessions are 
$10 each.  Questions?  Give us a call at 231-775-7681, ext. 3. Please register 
at least two days in advance so we can provide high-quality workshops. 
 
Healthy plants come from healthy soils.  We recommend that everyone attend 
the “Healthy Soils” workshop prior to attending any of the others so that they 
can increase their chances of successful growing. 
 

Building and Keeping Healthy Soil  January 31 
One of the key factors to success in growing food crops is healthy soil.  This 
workshop will cover how to assess the composition, nutrient levels and health 
of your soil, and discuss the benefits and techniques involved in using 
compost, manure, cover crops, and mulch.  If you have current soil test results, 
bring them along and we can assist you with developing a customized plan for 
your garden.  (Soil test kit mailers are available for $25 from MSU Extension – 
call their Cadillac office at 231-779-9480 for details.)   
 

Fruit Trees (Two-part workshop held on February 7 & 14) 

Caring for fruit trees is a challenging but rewarding endeavor.  This two-part 
workshop will focus on optimizing the health of your fruit trees.  There will be a 
discussion on our local climate, and what fruit trees will both survive and bear 
fruit where you live.  Site selection, soil amendments, planting techniques, 
fertilization, and pruning will all be covered.  Common insect and disease 
problems will also be covered along with options to prevent and control them.  
Organic techniques will be emphasized, along with selecting and using a 
sprayer.    
 

Bountiful Vegetable Gardens (Two-part workshop - Feb. 21 & 28) 

Have the garden of your dreams by learning how to best work with the 
conditions on your land.  This two-part workshop will cover those details as 
well as provide information on garden layouts, irrigation, trellising, planting 
dates, succession and companion planting, crop rotations, and management of 
weeds, insects, and diseases.  Tips and tricks will also be given for growing 
thirty common vegetables that are suitable to our area.   

 

Creating Pollinator Habitat  March 7 

Our pollinators could use a helping hand from us these days.  Learn which 
native and introduced plants and which planting designs are attractive to which 
pollinators.  Also covered will be techniques and resources for successfully 
establish a pollinator gardens and habitat, bee habitat needs, and controlling 
invasive plants.   
 

Raising Chickens  March 14 

Learn how to start and manage your own flock of chickens for both egg laying 
and meat production.  Topics covered include selecting and purchasing 
appropriate breeds; options for and where to purchase feed, supplies and 
equipment; caring for newborn chicks; feeding and watering; options for 
nesting and roosting; chicken “tractors” (moveable, floor-less  pens); predator 
protection; winter housing; and butchering basics.  
 

Seed Saving  March 21 

Help conserve our plant heritage and enjoy delicious heritage fruits and 
vegetables by saving seeds from heirloom varieties.  Learn techniques to keep 
your strain pure and prevent cross pollinating by other varieties.  Seed 
cleaning and storing will also be covered, along with how to produce seeds 
from tender biennials.  With a grant from Seed Savers Exchange, the District is 
now able to lend seed cleaning screens and isolation bags.  
 

Low-Cost Season Extension with Passive Solar   March 28 

Learn how to build and use low cost options to start your growing season 
earlier in the spring and extend it later in the fall.  Cold frames, low tunnels, 
and simple hoop houses will all be discussed.  Crops to plant, spacings, water 
considerations, and managing both heat and cold will also be covered.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forestry Workshops 

The Wexford Conservation District has several forestry workshops planned 
throughout the year.  For more information or to register for any of these 
workshops, contact Larry Czelusta, District Forester at 231-775-7681, ext. 3, 
or by email at larry.czelusta@macd.org.   
 

Continued on next page . . .  
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Winter Tree Identification and Snow Shoe Walk    

March 3, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m., Kenwood Heritage Park, Cadillac 
Winter identification when trees have no leaves can be tricky.  Come and 
spend a few hours snowshoeing through beautiful Kenwood Park on the north 
side of Lake Cadillac and learn how to identify the trees of our area in the 
winter. Bring your snowshoes if you have them. If you would like to rent 
snowshoes from a local vendor, contact the district for details. The workshop is 
free of charge, but donations are accepted. Register by February 28. 
 

Writing a Good Timber Sale Contract   
April 14, 9:00 a.m. – noon, Wexford CD office (USDA Service Center)    
A good timber sale contract is the best defense against bad logging.  If you are 
considering selling timber without the benefits of a consulting forester, this 
workshop will help you negotiate a fair and thorough contract so that your 
forest is harvested the way you want it to be, and that all your rights as a 
landowner are protected.  Fee for this workshop is $10.  Register by April 10.  
 

Controlling Autumn Olive Workshop and Demonstration 

July 7, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm   Cadillac area   
Autumn olive is an invasive species that out-competes and displaces native 
plants. It can produce up to 200,000 seeds each year, and can spread over a 
variety of habitats. Birds are quite attracted to the seeds, and will scatter them 
throughout pastures, along roadsides and near fences. Attempting to remove 
autumn olive by cutting or burning from your property can cause unwanted 
spreading. In this workshop you will learn to identify and control autumn olive 
using chemical and non-chemical methods.  Workshop will be led by Vicki 
Sawicki, Invasive Species Specialist with North Country CISMA.  This 
workshop is free of charge, but donations are accepted.  Register by July 2. 
 

Abandoned Christmas Tree Farm Conversion  
August 18, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., southern Wexford County 
Are you the owner of an abandoned Christmas tree farm and want to convert it 
to a more natural and manageable forest, but are frustrated with how to get it 
done. You are not alone.  The challenges and opportunities of Christmas tree 
farm conversion will be discussed.  This workshop should give you a practical 
plan to making your conversion happen.  Fee is $10.  Register by August 14 
 

Forestry Field Day – Northern Hardwood Forest Management  
September 29, 2018 9 am-2 pm, Bloomfield Twp. (6 miles north of Lake City)  
Northern hardwood forests are beautiful but complex.  A diversity of species 
grow together in a changing and dynamic way.  With the loss of ash and beech 
trees from this complex forest community, nature will struggle to compensate. 
Never before has there been a time where careful management is so 
absolutely necessary. This event will entirely be an outdoor workshop that will 
teach hands-on skills to understanding and managing a northern hardwood 
forest.  The field day is offered for $20 and a box lunch will be provided. 
Register by Sept. 25. 

 

When Should You Call a Forester? 

 
When you want to plant trees. Trees differ in the soils they grow best in. 
Trees differ in their tolerance to shade.  And like garden plants, trees differ in 
their adaptability to climatic regions of the country.  Before you spend time and 
money planting just any tree, call a forester. 
 
When your trees are sick. When spring comes, a hidden world of insects and 
diseases comes alive to attack and feed on trees.  Most of the time, when a 
trees looks sick, the damage is cosmetic and can be managed.  But 
sometimes the attack is fatal, like oak wilt and beech bark disease.  Some 
diseases are contagious. How is a person supposed to know?  Call a forester. 
 
When a logger calls on you. 
The average person may only sell 
timber from their forest only once 
in their lifetime. They may not 
even consider it until a logger 
calls them or knocks on their door 
offering money for their trees.  Is 
the offer a fair offer?  What will 
my forest look like when the harvest is complete?  Should I even harvest now 
at all. A person needs professional, unbiased advice. Call a forester. 
  
When you want your forest to be better for wildlife. Forests can be 
manipulated is such a way so as to offer better food and forage for wildlife, as 
well as better habitat.  Who can you get to look at your property? Call a 
forester 
 
When your property taxes go up. We are fortunate in Michigan to have a 
program that offers significant tax relief for forest landowners who want to 
actively manage their land, without losing control of that management on their 
land. Most people that own land still do not know that the Qualified Forest 
Program even exists.  Where can you learn more? Call a forester. 
 

 
The Wexford Conservation District has a forester 
on staff that is willing to assist you in any of 
these areas of need at no cost to the landowner. 
District Forester, Larry Czelusta, has 25 years of 
professional forestry experience.  He can meet 
with you at your property to understand your 
goals and help you manage your forest in the 
best way possible. Contact him at 231-775-7681 
ext. 3 or email him at larry.czelusta@macd.org. 
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Planning Your Plantings 
 
Crucial to a successful planting effort is site preparation and weed control.  
Tilling the soil before planting can help the roots get established, but it is not 
absolutely necessary.  The site should be as free as practical from competing 
weeds.  Weeds can be controlled with tillage, mulch, or herbicides. 
 
Appropriate spacing of your plants will help you to meet your conservation 
goals.  The spacings given below are intended to be dense, and therefore 
suitable for the early years of a plantation.  Once the trees have reached a 
height of 25-30 feet, the plantation should be thinned.  Thereafter, thinnings 
should be done approximately every 10-15 years until the trees are mature. 
 

Tree Spacing for Reforestation 

Species In Rows Between Rows Trees per Acre 

Pines 6’ 8’ 907 

Spruces 7’ 9’ 690 

Hardwoods 10’ 10’ 435 

 
For Windbreaks, Visual Screens, and Wildlife Habitat 
 
Windbreaks should be a minimum of two rows wide, three or four is better.  
Mixing species within a windbreak will create habitat diversity and help 
prevent gaps should one species succumb to insects or disease.  For 
windbreaks, minimum spacing between rows ranges from 12 ft. for shrubs 
and small trees, and up to 20 ft. for large trees. Spacing within rows ranges 
from a minimum of 3 ft. for small shrubs to a maximum of 16 ft. for large trees. 
For wildlife plantings, consider placing plants in clump arrangements.  For 
additional technical assistance, please contact our office. 
 
 

Guide to Species Selection 

The charts below are to help you in selecting the appropriate species for your site 
conditions.  Often trees can do well with slightly more or slightly less water and sun 
than indicated.  For more detailed information on selecting trees and shrubs, please 
contact a member of our staff. 

 

Conifers Soil Sun 
Growth 

Rate 

Cedar, Eastern Red Dry Sun Slow 

Cedar, Northern White Moist Partial Slow 

Fir, Balsam Moist Shade Slow 

Larch, American Moist Sun Fast 

Pine, Jack Dry Sun Fast 

Pine, Red Dry Sun Fast 

Pine, White Medium Partial Fast 

Spruce, Colorado Blue Medium Sun Slow 

Spruce, Norway Medium Partial Moderate 

Spruce, White Medium Partial Moderate 

 

Hardwoods Soil Sun 
Growth 

Rate 

Aspen, Quaking Medium Sun Fast 

Basswood, American Medium Partial Moderate 

Birch, White (Paper) Moist Sun Fast 

Birch, Yellow Moist Partial Moderate 

Cherry, Wild Black Medium Sun Fast 

Chestnut, American Medium Sun Moderate 

Maple, Red Dry-Moist Partial Moderate 

Maple, Sugar Medium Partial Moderate 

Oak, Northern Red Dry-Med. Sun Moderate 

Oak, Swamp White Dry-Moist Partial Slow 

Oak, White Medium Partial Slow 

Walnut, Black Moist Sun Slow 

 

Wildlife Shrubs Soil Sun 
Growth 

Rate 

Bayberry, Northern Dry Sun Moderate 

Cherry, Sand Dry Sun Slow 

Crabapple, Magenta Dry - Moist Sun Moderate 

Cranberry, Highbush Moist Partial Moderate 

Dogwood, Silky Moist Shade Moderate 

Grape, Wild Medium Partial Fast 

Hawthorn, Washington Dry - Moist Partial Moderate 

Hazelnut, American Dry - Moist Sun Moderate 

Plum, American Medium Sun Moderate 

Redbud, Eastern Med.-Moist Partial Moderate 

Viburnum, Mapleleaf Med-Moist Shade Slow 

Winterberry Holly Moist Sun Moderate 

 



 

Ensure success when planting your trees and 
shrubs by controlling weeds around them for 
three years and by providing protection from 
deer.  See pages 21& 22 for products to help 

you with these important tasks. 
 

 

Conifer Trees 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all conifers listed are native to Michigan.   
 

 
Cedar, Eastern Red   Juniperus virginiana   3-0, 12-18” tall   Has very 
aromatic, red-streaked wood.  Grows 40-50’ tall.  Prefers full sun, and tolerates 
poor, dry soils.   
 
Cedar, Northern White   Thuja occidentalis   4-0, 12-24” tall   Wood is 
naturally rot resistant.  Grows 30-45’ tall.  Prefers moist soils.  Tolerates shade 
well, but can also grow in full sun.  Needs protection from deer browsing. 
  
Fir, Balsam   Abies balsamea   2-1, 8-12” tall   Boughs are fragrant and used 
for Christmas wreaths.  Grows 30-75’ tall.  Prefers moist, acidic soils.  Shade 
tolerant. 
 
Larch, American   Larix laricina   2-0, 12-18” tall   Also called tamarack.  
Larch trees are deciduous conifers whose needles turns a brilliant gold before 
they are shed in autumn.  Grows 40-70’ tall.  Prefers moist soils and full sun. 
  
Pine, Jack   Pinus banksiana   2-0, 12-18” tall   Jack pine is the preferred 
habitat for Kirtland’s warblers, and its cones release seeds after wildfires.  
Grows 20-50’ tall.  Does well in poor, sandy soils.  Prefers full sun.  
 
Pine, Red   Pinus resinosa   2-0, 6-12” tall   Also called Norway pine.  Used 
for electric poles and timber.  Commonly grown in plantations.  Grows 40-80’ 
tall.  Does well on a variety of well drained soils.  Prefers full sun.  
 
Pine, White   Pinus strobus   2-0, 6-12” tall   Our state tree, it was used in 
the past for the masts of sailing ships.  Grows 60-90’ tall.  Does well on a 
variety of soils.  Plant in light shade to prevent problems with white pine weevil.  

 
 

 
 

 
Spruce, Colorado Blue   Picea pungens   2-1, 6-12” tall   Needles have a 
bluish cast Used for Christmas trees, windbreaks, and wildlife cover.  Grows 
up to 100’ tall.  Can tolerate drier soils.  Needs full sun.  Native to the 
mountains of the western U.S.  Susceptible to needle cast fungal diseases. 
 
Spruce, Norway   Picea abies   2-0, 6-12” tall   Mature branches have a 
graceful, drooping curves.  Used for ornamental plantings and windbreaks.   
Grows up to 75’ tall.  Does best on moist, fertile soil.  Shade tolerant.  Native to 
central and northern Europe.  
 
Spruce, White   Picea glauca   2-0, 6-12” tall   Used for Christmas trees, 
windbreaks, and wildlife cover.  Grows 45-75’ tall.  Does best on moist soils.  
Shade tolerant, but also does best in full sun.  
 
 

Conifer Price List 
 

Quantity 10 25 50 100 500 1000 

Cedar, Eastern Red $21 $40 $66 $106 $464 $795 

Cedar, Northern White $21 $40 $66 $106 $464 $795 

Fir, Balsam $46 $86 $144 $230 $1,006 $1,725 

Larch, American $21 $40 $66 $106 $464 $795 

Pine, Jack $6 $12 $20 $32 $140 $240 

Pine, Red $7 $14 $24 $37 $166 $285 

Pine, White $8 $16 $26 $42 $184 $315 

Spruce, Colorado Blue $40 $75 $125 $200 $875 $1,500 

Spruce, Norway $8 $16 $26 $42 $184 $315 

Spruce, White $8 $16 $26 $42 $184 $315 
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A note about the numbers – 
         The age of conifer tree seedlings is usually given as a set of two 
numbers.  The first number indicates the number of years the seed was 
grown in a seedling bed.  Sometimes, seedlings are then transplanted 
into another bed in order to create both a stockier root system and stems.  
For example, a 2-0 seedling is two years old and was grown in one seed 
bed without being transplanted.  In contrast, 2-1 seedlings are three 
years old, have been grown in a seed bed for two years, and then 
transplanted to another bed and grown for an additional year.   



Hardwood Trees 
 

All of the hardwood trees we offer are native to Michigan.  Deer love 
hardwoods, and we recommend protecting hardwood plantings with 

either fencing, tree shelters, or Plantskydd. See pages 21 & 22 for details. 
 
Aspen, Quaking  Populus tremuloidies,  1-2’ tall       
Also called Trembling Aspen for the way the leaves tremble in the slightest 
breeze.  Makes ideal habitat for ruffed grouse.  Will grow 3’ or more per year 
and reach 50 – 90 feet tall.  Will form a colony of trees over time.  Can grow on 
a wide range of soils.  Needs full sun.   
 
Basswood  Tilia Americana, 1-2’ tall    
A large tree with straight trunks.  An excellent source of nectar for bees.  
Grows 40-60’ tall.  Does best on slightly moist soils.  Grows best in full sun, but 
can tolerate some shade.   
 
Birch, White  Betula papyrifera,  1-2’ tall    
Also called Paper Birch.  Catkins are a food source for grouse.  Used for 
ornamental purposes.  A savory syrup can be made from its sap.   Grows 40-
60’ tall.  Does best on moist soils.  Needs full sun.   
 
Birch, Yellow  Betula alleghaniensis,  1-2’ tall   
Yellow birch is named for its silvery-yellow, thinly-peeling bark.  It slower 
growing and longer lived than white birch.  A favorite tree for deer browsing.  
Often grows in association with hemlock, red maple, and white cedar. It can 
tolerate some shade and prefers soils that are moist and rich.  Can reach 
heights up to 70’.   
 
Cherry, Wild Black  Prunus serotina,  1-2’ tall  
Not to be confused with trees that produce edible cherries, this is the forest 
tree from which beautiful cherry wood is derived.  Grows 45-60’ tall.  Will 
tolerate somewhat dry soils.  Does best in full sun, but tolerates some shade.   
 
Chestnut, American  Castanea dentata,  1-2’ tall   
This tree, once a major component of eastern forests, is now found rarely in 
the wild due to Chestnut Blight. Nuts are gathered from still-healthy trees in 
Michigan that appear to be resistant to the blight, and then grown.  In order for 
the trees to produce nuts, two trees have to be planted within 100 feet of each 
other for pollination.  Grows 55-75’ tall.  Tolerates dry soils.   Needs full sun.   
 
Maple, Red  Acer rubrum,  18-24” tall     
In summer the leaves are green, but in autumn they will turn a brilliant red.  
Grows 45-60’ tall.  Can grow on a wide range of soil types.  Shade tolerant. 
 
 
 
 

Maple, Sugar  Acer saccharum,  18-24” tall   
Used for firewood, timber, and maple syrup production.  Beautiful fall color.  
Grows 60-90’ tall.  Prefers somewhat moist soils.  Shade tolerant. 
 
Oak, Northern Red  Quercus rubra,  1-2’ tall   
Produces timber, firewood, and acorns for wildlife.  Leaves have pointed lobes.  
Grows 60-90’ tall.  Can tolerate dry soils.  Grows best in full sun, but can 
tolerate some shade.   
 
Oak, Swamp White  Quercus bicolor ,  1-2’ tall   
The name bicolor comes from the marked difference of the dark green upper 
leaf surface and the whitish lower surface.  Adapted to both dry soils and those 
with poor aeration and high water tables.  Sweet acorns are a good food 
source for wildlife.  Grows to 50-80’ tall.  Slow growing, but long-lived.  Some 
shade tolerance. 
 
Oak, White  Quercus alba,  1-2’ tall   
Produces timber and acorns for wildlife.  Leaves have rounded lobes.  Grows 
60-90’ tall.   Can tolerate dry soils.  Less susceptible to oak wilt than northern 
red oak.  Grows best in full sun, but can tolerate some shade.   
 
Walnut, Black  Juglans nigra,  1-2’ tall   
Produces edible nuts and beautiful, high-value lumber.  Grows 60-80’ tall.   
Requires full sun and fertile, moist, but not water-logged, soils.   
 
 

Hardwood Price List 
 

Quantity 5 10 25 50 100 

Aspen, Quaking $14 $21 $43 $69 $121 

Basswood $31 $46 $97 $155 $270 

Birch, White $13 $20 $41 $65 $114 

Birch, Yellow $23 $34 $70 $113 $197 

Cherry, Wild Black $12 $18 $37 $59 $103 

Chestnut, American $30 $45 $93 $149 $261 

Maple, Red $11 $16 $34 $54 $95 

Maple, Sugar $17 $26 $54 $87 $152 

Oak, Northern Red $15 $22 $46 $74 $130 

Oak, Swamp White $17 $26 $54 $87 $152 

Oak, White $12 $18 $38 $60 $105 

Walnut, Black $10 $14 $30 $48 $84 
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Wildlife Trees, Shrubs & Vines 
 
All of the species listed are native to Michigan unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Bayberry, Northern  Morella pensylvanica  12-18” Salt-tolerant woody 
shrub forming thickets 6-7’ in height.  Produces clusters of waxy gray-white 
fruit on second-year stems.  This species is dioecious, meaning there are 
separate male and female plants.  Once established, it will slowly creep with 
rhizomes forming dense thickets.  Does well in full sun on sandy soils, but is 
only hardy to zone 5.  Native to the eastern U.S. 
 
Cherry, Sand  Prunus pumila  1-2’  A low-growing shrub native to our coastal 
dunes.  It produces fruits that are a deep black-ish purple.  They are a favorite 
wildlife food and are sweet, but somewhat astringent.  Will grow 6-9’ tall.  
Prefers full sun and sandy soils.   
 
Crabapple, Magenta  Malus niedzwetzyana  1-2’  Small tree that will grow to 
20’ tall.  Leaves are red in the spring, and retain a reddish hue for most of the 
year.  Flowers are pink.   Fruits are ½” in diameter, persist through the winter, 
and are a favorite of larger songbirds.  Does best in full sun on a wide variety 
of soils, but prefers loam.  Hybrid.  
 
Cranberry, Highbush  Viburnum trilobum  12-18”  Spreading shrub that 
grow to 12’ tall.  Has showy, white, flat-topped flowers that resemble 
hydrangeas.  Fruit is bright red and persists in winter.  Grows in sun or light 
shade.  Needs moist soils.   
 
Dogwood, Silky  Cornus amomum  12-18”  A large shrub that will reach 6 – 
10 feet in height and form thickets.  Flowers attract a wide variety of beneficial 
insects.  The berries have a high fat content and are eaten by a large variety of 
birds. Prefers moist soils and shade. 
 
Grape, Wild  Vitus Riparia  1-2’  Vigorous, high-climbing vine that attaches 
with tendrils.  Produces tart, but edible fruit.  Will tolerate light shade.  Prefers 
moist soils, but will grow on drier sites. 
 
Hawthorn, Washington  Crataegus phaenopyrum  12-18”  Produces showy 
white flowers and small red fruit that stay on through the winter.  Has sharp, 
straight thorns that can reach 2” in length.  Grows to 15’ tall.  Can tolerate light 
shade.  Prefers moist soils, but can tolerate somewhat dry conditions. 
 
Hazelnut, American  Corylus americana  12-18”  Erect bush shrub that 
grows to 9’ tall.  Produces nuts that are similar to European hazelnuts, but not 
as large.  Requires full sun.  Can grow on a wide range of soil types.   
 
 
 

Plum, American  Prunus americana   1-2’  Small, shrubby tree reaching 25’ 
in height.  Has beautiful white blossoms that are very attractive to native 
pollinating insects.  Produces red or yellow edible fruit.  Needs full sun and 
average soils. 
 
Redbud, Eastern  Cercis canadensis  1-2’  Known for its beautiful pink 
flowers that appear in early spring.  Seeds have a high protein content and are 
eaten by birds and deer.  Native to southern tier of counties in Michigan.  
Grows best in light shade.  Can grow on a wide range of soil types.   
 
Viburnum, Mapleleaf  Viburnum acerifolium  12-18”  Has attractive summer 
flowers and foliage.  Provides good nesting cover and food for birds.  
Mammals eat the fruit, twigs, bark, and leaves.  Will grow to 6’ tall.  Can grow 
on a wide variety of soils as long as they are planted in the shade. 
 
Winterberry Holly  Ilex verticillata  12-18”  Erect shrub growing to 12’ high.  
Has showy red berries that stay on the plant through winter.  Can tolerate a 
small amount of shade.  Needs moist soils. 
 

Wildlife Shrubs Price List 
 

Quantity 5 10 25 50 100 

Bayberry, Northern $15 $23 $48 $76 $133 

Cherry, Sand $15 $23 $48 $76 $133 

Crabapple, Magenta $12 $18 $37 $59 $103 

Cranberry, Highbush $15 $23 $48 $76 $133 

Dogwood, Silky $11 $17 $35 $56 $98 

Grape, Wild $15 $23 $48 $76 $133 

Hawthorne, Washington $15 $23 $48 $76 $133 

Hazelnut, American $14 $21 $45 $71 $125 

Plum, American $13 $19 $40 $64 $112 

Redbud, Eastern $14 $21 $45 $71 $125 

Viburnum, Mapleleaf $24 $35 $73 $118 $206 

Winterberry Holly $19 $28 $58 $93 $162 
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To view color photographs of all the plants 
we sell, visit our website at: 

 

 www.WexfordConservationDistrict.org 
 

Go to the “Tree & Plant Sales” tab; look under “Description of Products” 

http://www.wexfordconservationdistrict.org/
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Fruit Trees 
           
Our fruit trees are sold bare root (not potted).  They are approximately 5’ tall 
and have stem diameters that range from ½” to ¾”.  See page 3 for a 
workshop to help you be a successful fruit grower.  Planting and pruning 
instructions will be given out with your trees.   
 

A word on hardiness –  
Fruit tree growers need to consider both 
the hardiness of the tree itself as well as 
the blossom buds.  The darker areas of 
Wexford County on the map at right are 
zone 4b.  All other areas are zone 5 or 
warmer.  Apple and pear blossoms are 
consistently hardy throughout the county.  
Plums and sweet cherries bloom early, 
and those in zone 4b will frequently lose a 
crop to frost.  Peaches and tart cherries 
bloom a week later, and those in zone 4b 
may find that these blossom buds are 
sometimes killed by frost.                                    USDA Plant Hardiness 
                                                                                      Zone Map 
          

Apples 
Apples require cross-pollination.  Two different varieties within planted 100 feet 
of each other are required to ensure a crop.  Freedom, Honeygold, and Sweet 
Sixteen are grafted onto semi-dwarf EMLA 7 rootstock, will grow to heights of 
12–15 feet, and be hardy to zone 4.  Red Duchess is on standard rootstock, 
will grow to 25’ tall, and be hardy to zone 3. 
 
Freedom – This apple is immune to scab and mildew and doesn’t need 
fungicide sprays!  Fruit is large, red, crisp, juicy, and has a slight tart flavor.  
Will keep into January in cold storage.  Ripens in early October.  $24.00 each 
 
Honeygold – A yellow apple that is crisp, juicy, and sweet.  Excellent for 
eating as well as cooking.  Ripens in mid-September.  Fruit will keep in storage 
for two to three months.  $24.00 each     
 
Red Duchess – A red selection from the heirloom “Duchess of Oldenburg” 
variety.  Excellent for pies and sauces.  Ripens in late August.  Very winter 
hardy.  Use fruit within a month of harvest.  $23.00 each 
 
Sweet Sixteen – Outstanding dessert apple with an excellent, sweet, unusual 
flavor – said to remind people of cherry candy.  Resistant to fire blight.  Ripens 
in late September. Keeps for 2 to 3 months.   $24.00 each 
 

Cherries 
Cherries come in both sweet and tart (pie) varieties.  Both of our cherries are 
self-fertile and do not need a cross pollinator.   
 
Lapins Sweet Cherry – Produces large, dark mahogany colored fruit that is 
very juicy and resistant to browning.  Grows 15-20’ tall.  Hardy to zone 4B.   
$26.00 each 
 
North Star Tart Cherry – A dwarf that tree that will grow only 8-10’ tall.  It was 
developed by the University of Minnesota and is hardy to zone 4.  $26.00 each 
 
 

Peaches 
Contender – A sweet, juicy, freestone peach with bright yellow flesh.  Good 
tolerance of spring frosts. Will grow 12-15’ tall.  Ripens in late August.  Hardy 
to zone 4.  Self-fertile and does not require a cross-pollinator.  $26.00 each 
 
 

Pears 
Pears require cross pollination – plant two different varieties.  Both pears are 
grafted onto OHxF97, and will produce a standard size tree that will grow to 
18-20 feet tall and be hardy to zone 4.   
 
Blake’s Pride – Has excellent, aromatic flavor with a smooth, buttery texture. 
Resistant to fire blight.  Ripens in early September.  $22.00 each 
 
Beurre D’Anjou – High quality, fine-textured pear whose flesh is mild and 
aromatic.  Resistant to fire blight.  Ripens in late September.  Can be kept in 
cold storage until late spring.   $22.00 each 
 
 

Plum 
Mount Royal – Considered the best blue plum for the northern Great Lakes 
region.  Excellent for dessert, jam, and preserves.  Self-fertile and does not 
require a cross-pollinator. Will grow 8-12’ tall.  Hardy to zone 4.  $23.00 each 

 
 

Fruit Tree Spiral Guards 
Protect your fruit trees from rodents, rabbits, 
mechanical damage, and southwest winter injury by 
using these spiral tree guards.  Made of vinyl for 
durability and weather resistance.  Guards should 
be put on the trees in late September and removed 
in early May.  3’ tall.  $2.00 each 

 



Small Fruit & Vegetable Plants 
   
All of our small fruits and vegetables are hardy to zone 4.  Complete 
instructions for growing your small fruits will be given out with your order.  Or, 
see the “Planting Instructions” page of our website under “Tree & Plant Sales” 
tab. 

 

Asparagus 
Asparagus plants are sold as dormant, bare-root crowns.  They require “sweet” 
soil with a pH of 6.5 – 7.5.   Space plants 18-24” apart in rows that are at least 
2’ apart.  First crops can be harvested in 2-3 years. 
 
Purple Passion – Produces attractive purple spears which turn green when 
cooked.  Has a mild, nutty flavor and is sweeter than most other asparagus 
varieties.  Prefers soils that have been amended with organic matter so that 
they are evenly moist, but will grow in any well-drained soil in full sun.  
  

 

 
Blueberries 
These blueberries plants are bare-root plants (not in a pot).  They are 12-18” 
tall.  To produce fruit, two different blueberry varieties must be planted near 
each other for cross-pollination.  Blueberries prefer soils that are moist, with 
high organic matter, and with a pH close to 5.0.  Space plants 5’ apart in rows 
that are at least 6’ apart.  Price is $8 per plant. 
 
 Blueray – Mid-season variety that begins ripening in late July 
 Jersey – Late-season variety that begins ripening in early August 
 

 

Cranberries – New this Year! 
Contrary to popular belief, you do not need a bog to grow cranberries – 
commercial growers flood their cranberry “bogs” only at harvest times, as ripe 
cranberries will float.  Cranberries grow best on soils similar to what 
blueberries prefer – moist, with high organic matter, and with a pH close to 5.0.  
If you have sandy soil, we suggest adding peat moss to it to both lower the pH 
and increase organic matter.  We sell the “Stevens” variety which produces 
large, bright red berries.  The plants are just 3”-6” tall, and for their first year, 
consider planting them in a well-tended area of your garden to size up prior to 
setting them in their final location.  Plants will begin bearing fruit when they are 
three years old.   Price is $3 per plant. 
 
 

Grapes 
Seedless Concord – New this year! We have found a seedless version of the 
famous American grape with vigorous, hardy and productive vines that 
produce medium sized clusters bearing large blue-black berries.  Concord 
grapes are great for grape jelly, juice, and kosher wines. Will produce more 
than 20 pounds of fruit per vine when mature.  They are one year old vines 
that are #1 grade which means that they have a 9”-12” single branch or a 6”-
12” double branch.  Give plants full sun and space them at least 8’ apart.  
Price is $10 per plant. 

 
 

Honeyberries – New this Year! 
Honeyberries are extremely cold hardy and they usually ripen before most 
strawberries. They produce 1-inch oblong berries with a taste that has been 
described as a cross between raspberries and blueberries.  Also called 
haskaps, they are in the honeysuckle family.  Usually these plants retail for 
$20 or more, but we have been able to find small, first-year seedlings for a 
much lower price.  The plants are just 2”-4” tall, and for their first year, consider 
planting them in a well-tended area of your garden to size up prior to setting 
them in their final location.  To produce fruit, two different honeyberry varieties 
must be planted near each other for cross-pollination.  Plant in full sun, and 
space plants 3-5 feet apart.  Price is $6 per plant. 
 
 Cinderella – Grows to 4’ tall; fruit is “melt-in-your-mouth” 
 Tundra – Can reach up to 6’ tall; fruit is firm   
 

 
Horseradish 
Big Top – This variety was selected for its size, vigor, wide adaptability, and 
resistance to diseases.  We sell dormant bare-root plants.  Roots can be 
harvested the second fall after planting.  Plants will spread, so give them 
plenty of room.  Each plant will easily occupy 16 square feet within three years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raspberries 
Raspberries will thrive in sandy soils, but are prone to disease in heavy or wet 
soils.  We sell dormant, bare-root plants.  Red raspberries should be spaced 2’ 
apart in rows, with rows at least 5’ apart.  Black raspberries should be spaced 
3’ apart in rows.   Trellising is recommended. 
 
 
 

5 Plants 10 Plants 25 Plants 50 Plants 

$10.00 $18.00 $38.00 $70.00 

1 Plant 5 Plants 10 Plants 

$6.00 $23.00 $37.00 
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This local landowner had his 
water tested for free through 
the MAEAP program at 
2016’s tree sale.  If you 
have well water, you are 
invited to stop by the tree 
sale on Friday, April 20 for a 
free screening of your water 
for nitrates – the process 
takes only a few minutes. 

 

K81-6 – Our director says that after trialing more than a dozen 
varieties, it’s the best tasting, most productive variety she’s found.  Fruit ripens 
in mid-July.  

Jewel – A black raspberry with a rich flavor.  Fruit ripens in early July.   
Joan J – One of the earliest fall raspberries.  Produces large, berries 

with great flavor on thorn-less canes.  Fruit ripens in early September. 
 

 
 
 

Rhubarb 
We are offering crowns of “Crimson Red” rhubarb. Our supplier tested 25 
varieties and found this to be the sweetest and most thoroughly red of them all.    
Grows best on well-drained soils that have good organic matter content.  
Space plants 3’ apart with at least 5’ between rows.  Price is $9 per plant.  
 
 
 

Strawberries   
Strawberries grow best in well-drained soils rich in organic matter.  Plants 
should be spaced 18” apart, with at least 3’ between rows.  June-bearing 
varieties produce one crop in early summer.  Day-neutral varieties will flower 
continuously and produce fruit throughout the summer.  We carry two varieties 
of June-bearing strawberries so you can harvest for a full month or more as 
well as day-neutral varieties that will produce berries all summer.   
 
 Cavendish – An early-season June-bearing variety with excellent 
flavor.  Berries are large in size.  Resistant to red stele and Verticillium wilt. 

Malwina – A late-season June-bearing variety that produces large 
berries with excellent flavor.  Resistant to red stele and Verticillium wilt. 

Seascape – A day-neutral variety that produces large berries with 
excellent flavor.  Said to be the best tasting of the day-neutral varieties. 

Albion – A day-neutral variety that has resistance to Verticillium wilt 
and Phytophthora. Produces very large fruit with excellent flavor summer 
through fall. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental 

Assurance Program 

 
The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) 
is a proactive, voluntary program that helps farms of all types – dairy 
farms, Christmas tree farms, vegetable farms, etc. to voluntarily prevent 
or minimize agricultural pollution risks.  Jodi Venema DeHate is the 
MAEAP technician for Wexford, Missaukee, Kalkaska, and Crawford 
counties.  She works with farms of all sizes, from the very small to the 
very large. 
 
On April 20th during the tree sale, Jodi will be conducting water well 
screening for nitrates and nitrites.  All you need to do is bring in a 
sample of your untreated well water in a glass jar and fill out a brief 
form.  This is a free service, and anyone who has a private well is 
invited to participate.   
 
New this year – the MEAP program is offering cost share funds for 
farmers.  The funds are for people who are working towards MAEAP 
goals on their farm, and can go towards off-setting the cost of 
improvements.  Applying for the funds does not guarantee that you will 
receive them.  Cost share funds are limited to $500 per farm or farm 
entity, and will be granted monthly by the Missaukee Conservation 
District Board.  This program is subject to available funds and may end 
without notice.  The cost share program is available to all the farmers 
within Jodi’s coverage area which includes Wexford, Missaukee, 
Kalkaska, and Crawford counties.  
 
For more information about MAEAP please contact Jodi at calling her at 
(231) 839-7193 or by email at jodi.dehate@macd.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Variety 1 Plant 5 Plants 10 Plants 25 Plants 

K81-6 $6.00 $23.00 $37.00 $81.00 

Jewel $8.00 $33.00 $53.00 $116.00 

Joan J $6.00 $23.00 $37.00 $81.00 

5 Plants 10 Plants 25 Plants 50 Plants 

$4.00 $7.00 $14.00 $24.00 

20 19 

mailto:jodi.dehate@macd.org
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Planting Aids 
 

 
Sunflex Grow Tube System 
New!  Protect against animal browsing 
and improve growth rates with these 5’ 
tall, vented, double-wall tree shelters. 
Comes with fiberglass stake that bends 
with the wind to help increase trunk 
strength. Fastening ties for the stakes 
and netting to place over the top to 
prevent birds from falling into the shelter 
are also included.  $7.50 each 
Light-duty stake driver  $9.00 each 
All-steel stake driver  $15.00 each 

 
10-gram Fertilizer Tablets  
Compressed, nutrient-rich tablets supply all 
the nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash 
needed by seedlings for two years after 
transplanting.  Also contains magnesium, 
sulfur, and iron.  Nutrients are released 
during the growing season when bacterial 

activity is greatest.  Very little is released during the cool, dormant season.  
Use one tablet per seedling. 

 
 

Plantskydd Animal Repellent  
Provides long-lasting protection against deer, 
rabbits, and voles.  It adheres to plant surfaces 
by using a vegetable oil binder, and works by 
emitting an odor that animals associate with 
predator activity.  Certified for use in organic 
agriculture.   

 

Tree Planting Bars    

Heavy duty tool excellent for planting tree seedlings by 
hand.  Constructed locally.  $30.00 each 
 

 
 

“TREES PLANTED 
 – KEEP OFF”  

These signs are made of 
aluminum so they won’t rust.  Size 
is 7 ½” x 11 ½”.  Suitable for 
attaching to fence posts.   
$2.00 each 
 
 
 

 

Terra-Sorb – Fine Grade for Roots 
Synthetic, super-absorbent material helps seedlings 
survive transplanting and become established in dry 
soils.  Mixing rate is 1 oz. Terra-Sorb to 1 gallon of 
water, or 1 pound to 20 gallons water.  Let stand for one 
hour until the mixture forms a slurry the constancy of 
gravy.  Adjust gel to a thickness that permits maximum 
amount of gel to adhere to the roots.  Dip the roots of 
seedlings prior to planting.  One ounce will treat 
approximately 100 seedlings. 

 
 

 

Weed Barrier Mats 
Help ensure the success of your tree planting project 
by controlling weeds with these weed barrier mats 
made of woven heavy-weight landscape fabric.  Each 
mat is 3’ x 3’ in size and comes with an “X” shaped slit 
cut in the center so that they can be put in place after 
trees are planted.  Edges can be secured by either 
covering them with soil or by using 6” long fabric 
staples (sold separately). 
 
3’ x 3’ weed barrier mats – $1.00 each  
Set of four 6” long fabric staples – $.50 
 

25 Tablets 50 Tablets 100 Tablets 

$5.00 $8.00 $12.50 
1 oz. 4 oz. 8 oz. 1 lb. 

$3.00 $6.00 $10.00 $20.00 

Item Price 

1 quart pre-mixed spray bottle (protects 100 plants) $22.00 

1 lb. granular shaker (treats 600 square feet) $13.00 

1 lb. soluble powder (treats 200-300 seedlings) $30.00 

2.2 lb. soluble powder (treats 450 – 650 seedlings) $50.00 

7 lb. granular shaker (treats 4,200 square feet) $45.00 
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Tool Rentals  
 
The Wexford Conservation District has specialized tools available for rent to 
help you with your conservation goals. 
 

Japanese Knotweed     UpRooter for pulling       Hoop Bender for 

Injector                             invasive shrubs                 making low tunnels 
$22 for five days       $18 for five days              $5 for two days 
 
 

On the Trip Home 
 
All of the seedlings purchased from the conservation district are bare-root, 
meaning that they are not growing in soil when you receive them.  Your 
seedlings will be surrounded by moist shredded paper and then wrapped in 
nursery paper.  This will keep the plants alive during transport, but they should 
be planted within 48 hours.  If placed in the open bed of a truck, be sure to 
cover them with a tarp.  Until they are planted, the seedlings should be stored 
in a cool, shady location, such as 
a basement or garage, and 
remain wrapped in their 
packaging.  The roots must be 
kept moist, but not wet, and 
never be exposed to the sun.   
Do not leave plants in the trunk 
of a car, in direct sunlight, or in a 
windy area.  Do not allow the 
plants to freeze.  If you can’t 
plant your seedlings within 48 
hours, you can hold them for a longer period of time by heeling them in.  Dig a 
trench deep enough and wide enough to hold all the roots without crowding.  
Cut strings on plant bundles, place the roots in the bottom of the trench, and 
spread them out.  Cover the roots with soil, pack firmly, and then water.  
Continue to keep the soil moist until the seedlings can be planted in their 
permanent location. 

Planting Your Trees 
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The EQIP program provided 
cost-share funding to help 
establish ten acres of new 
trees on this property in 
Wexford County.  
 
 

 

 

The USDA-NRCS staff co-located with the Wexford Conservation District is 
able to provide both technical and financial assistance to private landowners.  
They can help landowners solve land management challenges such as: 
 

 Tree planting 

 Improving wildlife habitat 

 Reducing soil erosion on cropland 

 Improving irrigation 

 Managing nutrients on cropland 

 Improving pasture land 

 Improving water quality on the farm 
 
The technical assistance can in include both conservation planning and 
engineering assistance.  Jim Williams has been the USDA-NRCS District 
Conservationist for Wexford County since 1988.  Working here for 30 years 
has given him the depth of knowledge needed to help landowners find 
solutions that will work for them.  
 
The financial assistance available from the USDA-NRCS comes from two 
different programs:  
 
 

 
 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides 
conservation financial assistance for working lands. Rather than take land 
out of production, EQIP helps landowners maintain or improve production 
while conserving natural resources.  EQIP assistance is available for all 
types of agricultural operations, including field crops, specialty crops, organic 
farms, confined livestock, grazing operations, and private forestland. 
 
Landowners with forested lands can benefit from this program through 
practices such as wildlife habitat improvement, controlling erosion on forest 
roads, and improving the management of the forest for timber. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is for working lands, be 
they agricultural land or forested land.  The program is designed to help 
landowners build on their existing conservation efforts by bringing their entire 
operation up to a high conservation standard. 
 
Landowners who are interested in committing to this high standard can enter 
into a five-year contract, with the option to renew for another five years.  The 
contracts provide landowners with an annual payment, as well as cost-share 
reimbursement for “enhancement” conservation practices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Landowners may sign up for either EQIP or CSP at any time.  To learn more 
about these programs, contact: 
 
Jim Williams, District Conservationist 
USDA-NRCS 
7192 E. 34 Rd 
Cadillac, MI  49601 
231-775-7681, ext. 3 
Email: jim.williams@mi.usda.gov 
 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_MEDIA/nrcseprd1304023.jpg
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Be on the Look-Out for: 
 
Oak Wilt  
This devastating disease can spread easily 
when pruning or harvesting is done in April 
through July.  If you see signs of this disease, 

call our 
office at 
(231) 775-
7681, ext. 3.   
 
 
 
 
 
                        Leaves discolor, wilt, and            

Leaves affected by oak wilt have large brown      fall from the top of the tree 
blotches over much of the leaf’s surface              first in oak wilt infections. 

 
Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Notice the large size of the beetle, long, striped 
antennae, and the white spots.  If you think see one 
of these insects, call the Mich. Dept. of Agriculture 
Hotline at 1-800-292-3939 immediately and report 
your findings.  There are rapid response teams in 
place to prevent this devastating insect from 
spreading to Michigan. 
 

 

Phragmites  and Japanese Knotweed  

These two highly 
invasive species have 
started to spread in 
Wexford County. 
 
If you see either of 
these two plants, call 
our office at (231) 775-
7681, ext. 3 for 
assistance with  
controlling them. 
  
                                         Japanese Knotweed can  
                                          easily be spotted when it 

Invasive Phragmites has a                                        blooms in late summer. 
“Jurassic Park” look about it. 27 


